Steering Committee Meeting with Government Regulators

Executive Summary

The Steering Committee of the Southwest New Brunswick Marine Resources Planning (MRP) initiative met on May 26th and 27th, 2010 to explore the decision-making processes of various government regulators for activities relevant to the planning area. A number of regulators were invited to share their decision-making processes with the Steering Committee with emphasis on the opportunities for public input, transparency and the accountability of these decision-making processes. Presentations were made by the following individuals on the respective topics:

1. Lori O’Brien: NBDAA Aquaculture Site Allocation Process and Case Study

2. Chris Jones: DFO Integrated Fisheries Management Plans (IFMP)

3. Chris Jones: DFO Exploratory Fisheries

4. Sarah Cheney: DFO Weir Licence Case Study

5. Corey White: NBDNR Site Allocation Process with Tidal Power and Wharf Case Studies

6. Margaret Hawkins: DFO Small Craft Harbour Case Study

The Marine Resources Planning initiative is currently in Phase 3 and is responding to the recommendations outlined in the Preferred Future of the Bay document, which was developed in Phase 2. This workshop was undertaken to address an element from the Steering Committee’s current workplan of exploring the roles and functions of a potential Marine Planning Advisory Council. At the conclusion of the 2 days of meetings and as a result of discussion with government regulators, the following were some of the general themes that emerged as might apply to an Advisory Council:

1. There is a need for greater public/stakeholder participation and input in government processes related to marine activities in the Bay of Fundy (in South West New Brunswick, specifically);
2. There is a need to increase transparency and access to information for the public and increase the use of local information by government earlier in the above mentioned processes;
3. There is a need for setting broad overarching objectives and goals for the use of the Bay of Fundy;
4. There is a need to facilitate discussions about the balance of uses and tradeoffs in decision making related to marine activities; 
5. There is a need to assess cumulative effects of proposed marine activities in the Bay of Fundy;
6. The presenters acknowledged the possibility for an Advisory Council, but its role would need to be clearly defined; and 
7. There is a need to assess the value-added of an Advisory Council (through the identification of gaps) especially where existing advisory bodies are in place. 

